
 

 

‘Paws’ for News from the Principal 

    March 24, 2017 

COWERN  PAWPRINTS 
Upcoming Events 

April 6                          

Cowern Vendor Fair &  

Craft Show                   

6:00-8:30 p.m. 

 

April 13                      

KG & 1st Grade         

Music Concert; 6 p.m. 
“Students must arrive by 
5:40 p.m.!” 

 

April 14                      

NO SCHOOL                      

Contract Holiday 

 

May 11                       

Cowern Choir Concert  

6:00 p.m.                       
“Students must arrive by 
5:40 p.m.!”                                  
 

May 15                         

NO SCHOOL                     

Staff Development 

 

May 16 

Track & Field Days       

KG, 1st, 2nd Grades 

Rain Date: May 23 

 

May 19                       

Track & Field Days        

3rd, 4th, 5th Grades     

Rain Date: May 26 

 

May 29                          

NO SCHOOL                     

Memorial Day 

 

Contact Information 

Adventure Connection 
651-748-6898 
Attendance 
651-748-6824 

Office 
651-748-6800 

Cowern Elementary   

2131 Margaret Street 

North Saint Paul, MN 

55109 

http://www.isd622.org/ 

cowern 

Dear Cowern Families  
& Friends, 
    I hope you were able 
to enjoy extra time with 
your children over 
Spring Break!  Whether 
you traveled, relaxed at 
home, or the kids went 
to a child care provider, 
it is always a rewarding 
time for both students 
and staff to have a short 
break from school. 
This week, I’ve enjoyed 
hearing about the vary-
ing adventures from our 
students and staff.  I was 

blessed to take a trip to 
Disney with 10 family 
members and truly    
enjoyed a “magical”  
vacation! 
    This week, we 
“officially” had the first 
day of spring, although 
it doesn’t quite feel like 
it yet weather-wise.  I 
enjoy the springtime in 
schools because of the 
memorable occasions 
that occur during this 
time—from MCA test-
ing (yes, I “like” it) to 
track and field days to 
an all school carnival.  
Later in this newsletter 
you’ll read more about 
the MCA tests. I “like” 
this time because stu-
dents are able to show-
case all that they’ve 
learned throughout the 
year and it validates the 
work that our teachers 

have put in to help stu-
dents be successful. I 
am also excited about 
my first Cowern carni-
val. Today students saw 
the first of many videos 
to energize them to at-
tend the carnival and 
sell raffle tickets. 
    My favorite memo-
ries from the past few 
weeks were collecting 
over $400 for our peace 
initiative (THANK 
YOU for sending in 
change) and doing a 
problem solving circle 
in one of the 4th grade 
classrooms.  Students 
were engaged and hon-
est about their learning. 
Best, 
Dr. Jen Wilson 

   
 
 
 

 

Cowern’s Yearbook Deadline Has Been Extended! 

Lifetouch extended our online ordering date to March 31!  
Preorder forms were sent home.   
 
Yearbooks are PREORDER SALES ONLY.  We will not 
be selling additional copies.  THIS IS NEW FROM 
LAST YEAR. 
 
Order your yearbook at:  ybpay.lifetouch.com; 
                                         Yearbook ID Code: 11204317 
 
Questions?  Email Pam Simanski at psimanski@isd622.org.  
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Book Fair Winners! 

 

 

…...to the generous $ donations made by our Cowern families for  
the Teacher Appreciation Dinner.  Teaching staff enjoyed a delicious 
meal provided by our generous parents during conferences.  It was  
greatly appreciated by our busy staff! 

 
…...to everyone that volunteered at the Book Fair .  We had a very 
successful spring fair and couldn’t have made it happen without you! 

At the book fair, students participated in “Guess how many marshmallows are in the 
jar?”  The winner of a $10 voucher for the book fair and the chocolate and marsh-
mallows is Nikolas Xiong in Mrs. Knudsen’s class who guessed 542 marshmallows.     
Actual number of marshmallows in the jar was 543.  Way to go, Nikolas! 

 

The All For Books drawing was won by Anna Iverson in Mrs. Aase’s class.  She won 
a $25 voucher to the book fair.  Congratulations, Anna! 

Book Fair Bingo 

During the book fair, classrooms played Book Fair Bingo.  Book titles were read during morning 
announcements.  Two winning classrooms received $100 worth of books.                                   
Congratulations to the classrooms of Mrs. Johnson and Ms. Jones! 

 

Special Guest Geronimo Stilton Visited Our Book Fair March 7-10! 

WHO IS GERONIMO STILTON? 
Geronimo Stilton is the Editor in Chief of the Rodent’s  
Gazette, the most famous daily newspaper on Mouse 

Island, but his true passion is to write books, which be-
come all bestsellers.  He likes to read books, he likes to 

listen to classical music, play golf, even collect antique, 

18th century cheese rinds, of all things!  He adores his 

work and his family, but hates to travel, because he gets 
airsick, seasick and carsick.  Nonetheless, he often gets involved by Thea 

and his friends in extreme situations and adventures all around the 

world. 

 
Geronimo Stilton is the title character and protagonist of the Geronimo 

Stilton book series.  Elisabetta Dami is an Italian children’s fiction writer 

and author of books for children.  Her most famous work is the Geronimo 

Stilton series.  Her other books have Thea Stilton and the Thea Sisters as 
the main characters.  The Thea Sisters include Colette, Nicky, Pamela, 

Paulina, and Violet.  
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District 622 Preschool 

 

Do you have a preschooler in your family or a neighbor that is four? 

 

Don’t miss out on your child’s opportunity to attend preschool in District 622 this fall!  Our early learning centers 
offer morning and afternoon classes 2-5 days per week for 3 and 4 year olds. 

 

District 622 Preschool provides a foundation for success in kindergarten and beyond.  By nurturing your child’s 
emotional development in a safe environment, we will help your child develop confidence and a positive self-image 
that leads to success in school.  Our curricula aligns with Minnesota state standards and children learn through 
hands-on classroom experiences.  We develop social skills such as listening, cooperation and sharing through in-
quiry, exploration and play.  As a child’s first and most influential teacher, parents are our primary partner in sup-
porting your child’s education.  We provide opportunities for you to be actively engaged in your child’s classroom 
as she/he begins her/his educational journey. 

 

Space is limited.  Register early to ensure a spot for your child this fall.  Financial assistance may be available to 
families who qualify.  To begin the registration process, please visit www.isd622.org/ecfp or call 651-702-8411. 

Make a difference!  Experience life-changing growth as a Minnesota Reading Corps or Minne-
sota Math Corps Tutor at Cowern Elementary School in 2017-18! 

 

Make a difference in the lives of Cowern Elementary School students who struggle with reading or 
math by serving as a Reading Corps or Math Corps Tutor in 2017-18!  Whether you want to explore a 
career in education, re-enter the workforce, or give back to your community, you can make a differ-
ence as a tutor. 

 

As a tutor, you’ll see a student’s progress—in their test scores, in their other school work and in their 
confidence as they build their skills.  Last year, Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math Corps 
provided direct services to more than 30,000 children in more than 700 schools across the state.  
We’re helping more kids reach their reading potential.  And you can be part of it. 

 

Reading Corps and Math Corps Tutors receive extensive training and support from onsite coaches.  
Tutors are paid a living allowance and are eligible for an education award of up to $5,800 to pay tui-
tion or repay qualified student loans.  Tutors 55 or older may gift the award to a child or grandchild. 

 

If you or someone you know might enjoy making a difference in the lives of Cowern Elementary 
School students, learn how to get involved at www.readingandmath.net.  Positions start in August for 
the 2017-18 school year.  There are limited positions available!  Apply now!  

 

Find more information for Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math Corps Tutors on the at-
tached flyer in this issue of the Paw Prints Newsletter.  Please do not apply via the district website.  

 

Questions?  Contact recruitment@servetogrow.org or 866-859-2825. 

Become a Reading or Math Corps Tutor! 
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Jump Rope For Heart 

 

Music Concert Schedule 
Please mark your calendars for your child’s concert date listed below!  

 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade:   Thursday, April 13th, 6:00 p.m. - “E-I-E-I Oops!” 
                                                    Students must arrive by 5:40 p.m. 
 
Cowern Choir Concert:  Thursday, May 11th, 6:00 p.m.  
                                           Students must arrive by 5:40 p.m.  

Our Jump Rope for Heart was another success this year!  Parents, thank you for helping your 
child out with raising money for this great cause.  Our students saved 174 lives by raising      
$8,706.62.  Our school also received a kickback of $500.00 to order new physical education 
equipment.  Thank you, Joan Snyder, Physical Education. 

COWERN’S TRACK AND FIELD DAYS 

KG, 1st and 2nd Grades — Tuesday, May 16th (Rain Date is May 23th)                                                                                                       

3rd, 4th, and 5th Grades — Friday, May 19th (Rain Date is May 26th) 

We are looking for family volunteers to run the events for our Track and Field Days!  There will be a variety of events on 

those days.  If you sign up to help, you will work the same event for all grade levels.  The upper grades on May 19 th will 

have water relays in the afternoon.  If you sign up to volunteer, this is the only notice you will receive unless we need to  

cancel due to weather. 

Volunteers for KG through 2nd Grades will come to school at 9:00 a.m.  The events start at 9:15 a.m. and end about        

10:55 a.m.  We will need your help the full amount of time. 

Volunteers for 3rd through 5th Grades will meet in the back of the school at 8:40 a.m.  The events will start at 9:00 a.m. and 

end at 11:00 a.m.  If you are able to help in the afternoon, please meet in front of the school at 12:45 p.m. and we will be 

done at 2:25 p.m.  

Any questions, call Joan Snyder, Physical Education Teacher, at 651-748-6840. 

ATTENTION PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  Please send a water bottle with your child’s name on it for their Track & Field 
Day.  Do not send your child in new clothes or new tennis shoes, because they may get dirty.  Also, please put sunscreen on 
your children.  For grades 3, 4 and 5, we will have water relays in the afternoon.  Please send extra clothes with your child if 
you want them to change before going home. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER BY FRIDAY, MAY 12TH. 

 

I will be able to help with KG through 2nd Grades on May 16th. 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________      Phone Number: ___________________ 

 

I will be able to help with 3rd through 5th Grades on May 19th. 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________      Phone Number: ___________________ 

Joan Snyder 
Re:  Track & Field Days 
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PTG (Parent Teacher Group) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 PTG Meeting          

4/10; 6:30 p.m.;    

Follow-up Meeting @ 

American Legion; 

7:45 p.m. 

 Plaza Theater      

Movie Night               

4/20; 6:00 p.m. 

 Cowern Carnival          

“Save the date: 5/5!” 

Raffle Tickets Coming Home Today!!!! 

Come to our next PTG Meeting on Monday, April 10 at 6:30 p.m.  FREE child care provided!  Join us at 
the American Legion in downtown North Saint Paul at 7:45 p.m. for the follow up meeting.  See you there! 

We need donations for the Media Marketplace room at Carnival.  Please drop off your new or gently used 
books, DVDs, board games, and video games in the cardboard box located in front of the main office by 
May 4.  During Carnival, students will be able to purchase items in this room with prize money won from 
games played at Carnival. 
 
We need replacement plastic eggs for one of our carnival games.  If you have extras at home that you 
don’t want or need any longer, please consider donating them to our carnival.  THANK YOU! 

We’re on Facebook!  

Cowern Elementary 

Parent Teacher Group 

PTG Meeting 

Plaza Theater Movie 
Night 

Movie to be announced 

When:  April 20 

Time:   6pm 

Cost:   $3 

($2 of the $3 admission 
comes back to Cowern) 

“See you at the movies!” 

NOW through June 9, 2017:  Cowern Elementary Pizza Fundraiser!  Order  Pizza online from any 
Papa John’s metro-area location using promo code “Cowern20” and you will get 20% off your purchase 
which will go directly to supporting Cowern! 
 
May 5, 5-8 p.m.:  Cowern Carnival!   
Games, crazy hair, photo booth, cake walk, silent auction, food trucks, and more!!!  START SAVING 
UP NOW for carnival games, fun, and food—woohoo!!! 
 
Don’t miss a thing! Email cowern622@gmail.com to add your name to our email list so you can stay 
posted on upcoming fun and add your voice to your school AND follow “Cowern Elementary Parent 
Teacher Group” on Facebook.  

Questions or concerns? 

Contact us at 

cowern622@gmail.com 

IT’S HERE—CARNIVAL KICKOFF!!!  TODAY, each student will receive 15 raffle tickets to sell, costing 
only $1.00 each.  Families are not required to pay for them, but ask any and all friends and neighbors to buy 
them!  All sold stubs and cash/checks are due May 3rd to count toward any student prizes.  Checks payable 
to “Cowern PTG” please. 
 
Need more tickets?  Return sold stubs/money and get more from your teacher.  If you are not able to partici-
pate, please return your unsold tickets. 
 
Why sell raffle tickets?  Because you can win cash raffle prizes—and you don’t need to be present to win!!!  
1st Place: $500; 2nd Place: $200; 3rd Place: $100; 4th Place: $50.  Winners are chosen at Carnival on May 5, 
5-8 p.m. 
 
Not interested in a cash prize?  Then check out the STUDENT Prizes: 
—The top seller in the school will win a VIP pass to the carnival; getting to play ALL games for free, do  
    each activity once, and VIP parking that night.  (Food is not included.) 
—The 2nd place seller wins 40 free game tickets to be used at the carnival! 
—The 3rd place seller wins 20 free game tickets to be used at the carnival! 
—Any student that sells 150 tickets or more will get to take part in a special lunch with our Trainer Principal. 
—Classroom Goal:  The classroom with the highest amount of sales will get 3 carnival game tickets for each 
    student! 
—Cowern’s School Goal:  Each $1,000 raised will open a new milestone; if we reach our big goal of  
    $15,000, kids can bring in Pokémon cards for a tournament or play board games. 

We Need Donations! 

PTG Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars! 

Thank You For Your Donations! 
We have already received many donations for our annual silent auction, which is part of Carnival on May 5 
from 5-8 p.m.  Items include admission tickets to Steppingstone Theatre, Minnesota Marine Art Museum, 
North Star Boy and Girl Scouts Museum, and MORE!  We will also have amazing “teacher treasures,” 
like a backstage tour of how the school works and operates with Daniel, Principal for the Day, and kickball 
with the second grade teaching staff, and MORE!  Start saving up now so YOU can make the winning bids! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

MUSICVILLE! 

THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported 
 MUSICVILLE! 

 to make it a success! 
We can’t wait for next year’s program!! 

 
 


